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Chinese commentator spreading the word on AFL
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Jamie Pi, who commentated last weekend's Melbourne-Brisbane match on a Melbourne Radio station in Mandarin, says he wants to bring his love for the game to a new audience. [ABC]
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A Chinese-born banker, Jamie Pi, is hoping to bring his love of Australian Rules Football into a language 882 million people can understand.

Australian Rules Football has a large international presence - beamed into 44 countries across the Asia Pacific region, and 450 million homes worldwide.

But to the unitiated, localised terminology and nicknames can make the game difficult to understand.

Jamie Pi, who commentated last weekend's Melbourne-Brisbane match on a Melbourne Radio station in Mandarin, says he wants to bring his love for the game to a new audience.

"I like to talk, I like to describe things, and it's a passion of mine," he said.

"When I watch it at home, I explain things to my wife about what's going on, and to my parents. I like to analyse things."

Later this year, and exhibition match will be played in Shanghai in front of an expected audience of 120 million people - perhaps the largest AFL audience ever.

Jamie Pi hopes he will be the voice heard by that audience, and Australian football commentators Gerard Whately says he has what it takes.

"Jamie's a beauty," he said.

"I always have the view that a sports call, in any language around the world is instantly identifiable. And I reckon you can pick that as a footy call immediately. The excitement on the names, and then the call of 'Goal!' - that's the international language."

